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Richard Benjamin 
Section Manager 
Emergency Medical and Trauma 
Prevention 
Washington State Department of Health 
1112 SE Quince Street, P.O. Box 47853 
Olympia, Washington, 98504 
Ph. (360) 236-2841 
Fax (360) 236-2829 
Fax (360) 236-2830 
richard.benjamin@doh.wa.gov
 
• EMS training for POLST 
 

Taya Briley, RN, MN, JD 
Director, Legal Affairs and Clinical Policy 
Washington State Hospital Association 
300 Elliott Avenue West, Suite 300 
Seattle, WA  98119 
Phone:  (206) 216-2554 
Fax:       (206) 283-6122 
E-mail:    tayab@wsha.org  
 
•  Hospital association POLST contact 
 

Sally Denton, RN 
Administrator  
St. Joseph Care Center 
17 East Eighth  
Spokane, WA 99202 
Ph. (509) 474-2161 
Fax (509) 624-1095 
dentons@shmc.org
 
•   Involved with POLST pilot project  
•  Nursing home perspective on POLST 
 

Ginny Kreindl, RN 
Mount Baker Care Center 
2905 Connelly Avenue 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
Ph. (360) 734-4181 
Fax (360) 676-1669 
 
• Nursing home perspective on POLST 
 

Jennifer Lawrence Hanscom 
Director, Communications and 
Membership 
Washington State Medical Association 
2033 6th Avenue Suite 1100 
Seattle, WA 98121 
(206) 441.9762 
fax (206) 441.5863 
jgl@wsma.org  
 
• Medical association POLST contact 
 
 

Jim Shaw, MD 
Medical Director  
Providence Center for Faith and Healing 
Sacred Heart Medical Center 
101 W. 8th Avenue 
P.O. Box 2555 
Spokane, WA 99220-2555 
Ph. (509) 474-3008 
Fax (509) 474-4236 
shawj@shmc.org
 
• Lead POLST pilot project 
• Physician perspective on POLST 
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Graham Short 
Communications Coordinator 
Washington State Medical Association 
2033 6th Avenue Suite 1100 
Seattle, WA 98121 
(206) 956.3649 
fax (206) 441.5863 
gfs@wsma.org
 
•  Provides POLST forms 
 
 

Karen Ssebanakitta, RN, MN 
Director, Oncology, Senior Health and 
Hospice Services 
St. Joseph Hospital 
2901 Squalicum Parkway 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
Ph. (360) 715-4121 
Fax (306) 738-6711 
kssebanakitta@peacehealth.org
 
•  Hospital perspective on POLST 
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